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POLICY TITLE:

OB/GYN Hospitalist / OB/GYN Emergency Department (Laborist Program): Scope of Services

SUMMARY & PURPOSE:
All unassigned pregnant patients presenting to the Emergency Department (ED) 20 weeks
gestation and above or undetermined gestation with primary obstetrical complaints, will be
transported to the Labor and Delivery (L&D) unit for assessment and medical screening by the
OB/GYN Hospitalist (Laborist) in a timely and efficient manner that is consistent with hospital
policies. The Laborist will respond to all unassigned gynecological calls or consults in the ED or
elsewhere in the hospital and enter orders as appropriate.

All references to Policies must go to the BHSF Master Copy on the BHSF Intranet; do not rely on other versions / copies of the

Policy.
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POLICY NO.: HH-400-2000-1000

POLICY:

The Laborist Program will provide in house 24/7 OB/GYN physician coverage to include but not
limited to, medical screenings, evaluations, treatment, admission, disposition and ongoing
inpatient management for unassigned or emergent obstetric and gynecologic patients.

SCOPE/APPLICABILITY:
There are no exemptions to this policy.

PROCEDURES TO ENSURE COMPLIANCE:

1.

Admission Criteria
a. All unassigned or emergent patients 20 weeks gestation and above or undetermined
gestation who present with obstetric complaints will be seen by the laborist in the L&D
triage (OB ED) area.
b. The laborist will be responsible for the assessment, examination and medical screening
of all unassigned or emergent presenting patients to include but not limited to:
i. Sterile Vaginal Exam (SVE)
ii. Interpretation of the Fetal Monitoring Strip
ii. Documentation of clinical findings in the patient's chart / electronic health record
(EHR). All patient management orders shall be done in Computerized Physician
Order Entry (CPOE).
iv. Disposition of the patient.
c. The laborist group will continue the care of all unassigned patients and be the physician
on record throughout the patient’s hospital stay. The laborist group will develop a clinical
handoff process to the subsequent laborist.

Emergencies
a. The laborist group will provide in-house emergency medical treatment to all obstetrical
and gynecological patients regardless of assigned/unassigned status.

i. Refer to departmental policy 400-2630-195 Management of Obstetric Emergencies
and Cesarean Section Deliveries for the standardized definition of emergent patients
and maternal and fetal indications for Cesarean Sections.

b. The laborist may serve as surgical assistant to other OB/GYN providers for obstetric
procedures based on availability and acuities of admitted patients.
c. Prioritization of the laborist's duties will be directed to the most emergent case.

Requests for Epidural

a. The laborist will fulfill the Physician in-house requirement for the placement of labor
epidurals.

b. Refer to HH departmental policy: 400-2630-190 Labor Epidurals for further guidance.

Consultations
a. The laborist group will provide gynecological consults for unassigned or emergent
patients throughout the hospital as time permits, to include the Emergency Department.

Non-obstetric maternal patients of gestation greater than 20 weeks

a. The laborist will serve as the admitting physician for all unassigned non-obstetric
maternal patients requiring observation status or inpatient admission with the Hospitalists
serving as the consulting physician.

b. Refer to departmental policy HH-400-6030-835 Admission and Treatment of Pregnant
Patients Over The Age of 18 With Non-obstetrical Related Diagnosis for further guidance.

All references to Policies must go to the BHSF Master Copy on the BHSF Intranet; do not rely on other versions / copies of the

Policy.
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POLICY NO.: HH-400-2000-1000

6. Transfer of Care/ Disposition

a.

If upon being notified of his/her patient’s arrival a private OB/GYN elects to have the

Laborist assume care for his/her patient, the RN must:

I Obtain an order for the transfer of care

ii. Document the conversation in the patient's chart / electronic health record (EHR).

Unassigned patients will be discharged to the “on call” OB/GYN physician (based on the

date of discharge).

Patients who are assessed to require transfer to a higher level of care will be transferred

according to Homestead Hospital's policies and procedures ensuring strict compliance

with EMTALA guidelines.

i. All OB/GYN transfers to a higher level of care will be routed through the BHSF
Transfer Center.

Private patients who have been managed by the Laborist group at the request of the

private physician will be discharged to the private physician.

7. Quality and Performance Improvement

a.

The Laborist Group will:

i. Support and participate in ongoing QI and Pl metrics

ii. Assist in the introduction and support of current evidence-based practices and
Professional Recommendations.

ii. Attend all Obstetric department meetings.

SUPPORTING/REFERENCE DOCUMENTATION:
e« 2012, TJC, RI.01.01.01: The hospital respects, protects, and promotes patient rights.
e 2012, TJC, PC.01.02.07: The hospital assesses and manages the patient's pain.

RELATED POLICIES, PROCEDURES, AND ASSOCIATED FORMS:

HH Departmental Policies:

o 400-2630-190 Labor Epidurals — Perinatal Services

e 400-2630-195 Management of Obstetric Emergencies and Cesarean Section Deliveries —
Perinatal Services

e 400-6030-835 Admission and Treatment of Pregnant Patients Over The Age of 18 With Non-
obstetrical Related Diagnosis — Medical Staff Services

ENFORCEMENT & SANCTIONS:
Enforcement of this policy will be performed by the Medical Executive Committee of Homestead
Hospital.

All references to Policies must go to the BHSF Master Copy on the BHSF Intranet; do not rely on other versions / copies of the
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